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WHY BOTHER 


FIGHTING RACISM? 


Many people have asked me why I 
bother trying to eliminate racism. They 
tell me that there will always be racism 
and prejudice and that I should just let 
it be. That may be fine for them but not 
for me. An anti-fascist movement is 
necessary because without it, the racism 
problem would be even worse. Racism 
and prejudice prevent humanity from 
working together to reach its full poten- 
tial, and it is just plain wrong. 

What about the threat of getting 
beaten up by Nazi Boneheads? My be- 
lief is that standing up for what you be- 
live in always involves some risks or 
sacrifice. No matter how many times 
you get knocked down, you must hold 
your head up high and think about the 
big picture. Remember that when you 
confront bigotry in your streets, schools, 
and workplaces, you have friends who 
are willing to stand by you. 
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The views expressed in this paper are 
those of the contributors and are not 
necessarily those of Anti-Racist Action 
Niagara as a whole. 


STOMP OUT 
FASCISM 
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The time has come for the youth of 
Niagara to unite against the forces of 
fascism. We must help build a society 
based on equal rights for all people, 
regardless of colour, ethnicity, religion, 
sex, or sexual orientation. 


Issue # 1 








RESIST THE NAZIS 
BUT HOW? 


There are many different ways to oppose 
racism and fascism. You must decide 
yourself how you want to tackle the 
issue. Here are some thoughts: 


Passive: Ignoring nazis will hurt their 
- egos and they will be quiet. 
Active: Ignoring them won’t make the 
problem go away. 


: The justice system will eventually 

punish neo-Nazis for their actions. 
A: We cannot depend on the justice 
system, it takes too long. 
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P: Racists don’t know any better, we 
can show them the light. 

A: Some people never learn; you can’t 
change the beliefs of someone who’s 
kicking in your teeth. 


P: If racist organizations and hate 
literature are outlawed by the 
government, the spread of fascism 
will be stopped. | 

A: Banning organizations and 
pamphlets is ineffective; it just 
drives the movement underground 
where it becomes more extreme. 


P: History shows that passive 
resistance can be successful. (e.g. 
Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jr.) 

A: History shows that passive 
resistance gets you killed. (e.g. 
Ghandi, Martin Luther King Jr.) 


P: Anti-fascist activities just give 
racists an excuse to be violent. 

A: Nazis don’t need to look for excuses 
to use violence. 
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True Colours 








THE FAR RIGHT 
IN CANADA | 


Canadians have to stop looking 
south when the topic of racism is men- 
tioned and instead look at themselves. 
Canada’s far-right is larger, better- 
organized, and more dangerous than 
most people want to believe. There are 
thousands of devoted, violent and 
heavily-armed ‘Aryan Warriors’ in the 
‘True North Strong and Free.’ 

Fascists out west have been stock- 
piling weapons for a ‘Racial Holy War’, 
Quebec neo-nazis have beaten and 
killed homosexuals and immigrants, 
and Ontario racists have been recruiting 
teenagers. If you are interested in 
learning more about fascists in North 
America, go to your public library or 
contact organizations that monitor 
racist groups. 


FULL HOUSE AT 
TORONTO ARA GIG 


During the weekend of March 16 
1996, representatives of Anti-Racist Ac- 
tion Niagara went to Toronto to attend 
a benefit concert. The ‘Bash Fash’ con- 
cert presented the ska and reggae of 
Wailing Souljahs (Toronto), Inspecter 7 
(New Jersey), and The Planet Smashers 
(Montreal). 

On Saturday afternoon there was 
a get-together with ARA people and 
members of the bands. There were 
ARA representatives from Toronto, 
Durham, and the United States. That 
night at the 360 Club, close to 400 peo- 
ple skanked themselves silly to the great 
music. The money raised from the con- 
cert is going towards holding an ARA 
conference in June 1996. I would like 
to congratulate ARA Toronto for hav- 
ing such a great concert and thank 
them for being so hospitable. 





ARA Niagara is holding its own con- 
cert on April 19 at the Palm Grove in 
St. Catharines. It will feature Illbred 
Thanatopop, Trunk, Malickis Happy 
Corn Club, DJ SHOCK and DJ ASH. 
Hope to see you there! 
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Niagara Fascism 
Living in the Niagara area for most 
of my life, I have found that one of the 
biggest problems is getting people to 
actually admit that there is is a racism 
problem here. True, Niagara may not 
be a racial war zone, but we have had 
our share of racist grafitti, hate- 
motivated’ beatings, vandalism and 
firebombings. It should also be noted 
that apart from Toronto, Niagara has 
the only operating chapter of the neo- 
nazi Hetitage Front. In addition, there 
is a problem of subtle racism and 
tolerance of racism in Niagara. 

Whenever there is a racist or 
homophobic crime, or there are racial 
conflicts at a school, the first response 
of the local authorities has been to deny 
that there is a problem. This includes 
school administration, the police and 
even mayors. 

When anti-fascists complain and try 
to alert people of the situation they are 
accused of overreacting and causing 
trouble, or giving schools a ‘bad 
image.’ - Anti-racists have been 
suspended from school, banned’ from 
visiting other schools, barred from 
local businesses, and it was a difficult 
battle just to find a club that would 
allow us to have a Rock Against Racism 
concert. One bar manager said we 
couldn’t have a concert there because 
“racism is a touchy subject.” 

What is so threatening about 
opposing racism and fascism? Heck, 
Canada fought World War II to oppose 
that kind of stuff! It’s not like we’re 
telling people to overthrow the 
government or kill their parents. The 
racists have a lot of influence here in 
Niagara and too many people are 
willing to put on a blindfold and 
pretend that everything is fine. 

Fortunately there are several anti- 
racist groups in the Niagara area who 
agree that there work to be done. They 
may have different philosophies and 
use different tactics but they all have 
the same goal; the elimination of 
prejudice and discrimination. 





Boneheads Retreat 


During Conference 

On November 18, 1995 over 100 
people gathered at the Welland Campus 
of Niagara College to discuss ways of 
eliminating racist activities in our 
region. Not surprisingly, about 20 
members of the local Heritage Front 
were foolish enough to think that they 
would be welcome there. The neo-nazis 
tried to dominate the conference'and use 
it for their own aims, but when this 
failed they followed their leader out of 
the room like sheep. 

The white racists tried to play up their 
martyr status and claimed that they 
were victims of censorship, political 
oppresion and violence. 

Earlier in the day one of the largest 
HFers whined about how he was 
‘attacked’ by a young woman from 
Anti-Racist Action Toronto who 
objected to having her photograph 
taken. This plea for sympathy showed 
how pathetic the fascists really are. 
Nazis don’t seem to be able to stand up 
to a single opponent unless they have 
support from several of their friends. 

Despite the presence of the fascists, 
the conference was useful because 
various ideas were discussed, and a 
number of local youths made contacts 
with ARA Toronto and have started up 
their own group. 


ANTI-RACIST ACTION 
NIAGARA 


ARA Niagara is a youth-oriented 
anti-racist group formed in the winter of 
1995. We are an independent grassroots 
organization with the goal of helping to 
create a society free from prejudice and 
discrimination. Over the next year, 
ARA Niagara hopes to organize Rock 
Against Racism concerts, publicity 
campaigns, and other activities. 





If you have any comments, suggestions, 
criticisms, or want to contribute to this 
publication, please let us know. 





